
GRADES K–6

For more information, call 1-800-724-2222.

Each level includes:

• 60 student cards (10 student cards,  
6 copies each)

• 1 Teacher’s Guide with 2-page  
lessons for each student text card

• Magazine-style storage case

Prepare students with the 
skills and mindsets  
needed to navigate our  
ever-changing world.
Guided Reading Short Reads: Our World continues  
the tradition of Scholastic’s outstanding short reads 
with diverse and culturally relevant fiction and 
nonfiction texts that provide windows and mirrors for 
students, helping them to develop both a positive  
self-image and empathy for others. 
 
• 50/50 fiction and nonfiction

• Encourages 21st-century learning skills with a focus on STEM 
and STEAM

• Introduces children to texts from around the world including 
China, United Kingdom, Japan, New Zealand, Norway, Malaysia, 
West Africa, Mexico, and more!

• Lessons support students’ critical and creative thinking and 
social-emotional learning
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Realistic Fiction

Chapter 15

Our principal, Ms. Richards, is on  

stage with a microphone. She has on  

her dolphin pin, which she only wears on 

special days.

“Today is the annual spelling bee! We’re 

going to be doing it alphabetically, of course. 

We will have prizes for those who make it  

into the second round, and a big prize for  

the grand winner!”

Everyone claps. The prizes at our school  

are pretty awesome. Kids have won school  

T- shirts, dolphin shaped pencils, and even  

a pizza party. I whisper to Jenny, “I hope we  

get a pizza party!” Jenny nods.

Ms. Richards calls all the students with 

a last name that starts with an A onto the 

stage. I start to get clammy hands and a sweaty 

forehead. I didn’t know we had to go on stage. 

Trisha Abrahams heads to the microphone first.

Ms. Richards says, “Trisha. Please spell the 

word ‘happiest.’”

Trisha looks around. Then she said, 

“Happiest . . . H . . . A . . . P . . . P . . . Y . . . E . . . S . . . T. 

Happiest.”

Stella Diaz takes speech classes because she 

often mixes up the sounds between English and 

Spanish—her two native languages. Will the shy 

Stella be able to speak up at the spelling bee?

Realistic Fiction

“Good morning, everyone” is the worst way  

for the public announcement to end.

For one, it’s noon. For another, they’ve just  

made us exit the train on an elevated railway 

under the searing heat of Manila summer. 

…On our left side is the train, blue and white  

with a thin red stripe in the middle. The  

guardrail on our right is dusty and gray.  

One false move and you might find yourself 

splattered on the EDSA freeway below.

Most of the passengers are probably thinking  

the same thing. We’re walking far from the  

sides, crowding in the middle like the starting  

line of a marathon.

Well, most of us are anyway. 

…There’s something not right about the  

woman in black. She’s walking strangely, 

zigzagging on the train tracks.

My heart drops to my stomach, like something bad 

is about to happen.

The woman is dangerously close to the edge  

now and looks like she’s about to puke.

Going near the railing scares me, but I think she 

needs help. I take a deep breath. If today is the day, 

I might as well use some of my remaining time to 

help someone else not die.

I quicken my step and stop by the woman’s side. 

“Ma’am, are you okay?”

“What’s going on?” Pepper comes up behind me.

The woman staggers, then her legs buckle. Luckily, I 

catch her just as she loses her balance, falling right 

on top of me. Pepper tries to grab the woman’s arm, 

but it’s too late. The woman and  

I stumble backward onto the railway.

“Oh!” My head lands just an inch from the hard, metal 

train tracks. I feel sick at the thought that falling just one 

inch to the left would have been my end.

Sabrina “Sab” Dulce is convinced the black butterfly she saw 

is a sign that she will soon die. In this excerpt, Sab tells what 

happens when she, her sister, Ate Nadine, and their friends, 

Pepper and Kuya Jepoy, are on a Metro Manila Rail Transit 

(MRT) train when it stops on a narrow bridge.

Humorous Ficton

Jackson Greene placed his pen on his desk, 

loosened his red tie, then flipped the page 

on his American history exam. It was only 

a practice test, but Mrs. Clark had promised that 

any student who scored above 95 percent would 

automatically be excused from her brutal end-

of-the semester final. That was supposed to serve 

as an incentive for students to study over the 

winter break.

Given the moans, groans, and grunts echoing 

around the room, Jackson guessed that everyone 

would be taking the final exam. Including him.

He had just reached question forty-one out of 

fifty when Becca Simpson, the first period office 

helper, entered the room and handed Mrs. Clark 

a note.

“I’m sorry,” the teacher said to Becca after she 

had switched on a desk lamp to read the message, 

“but the principal will have to wait until Jackson 

finishes his exam.” Her eyes locked on to Jackson. 

“Eyes on your desk, Mr. Greene!”

Jackson sighed and returned to his exam as 

the office helper left the room. Of course Dr. 

Kelsey wanted to see him — Jackson was always 

his number-one suspect when something went 

wrong at the school. Still, it would have been nice 

to go at least one full day after returning from 

winter break without seeing the principal.

Jackson Greene and his friends were once known for pulling 

pranks around Maplewood Middle School. In this first 

chapter, Jackson is taking a difficult practice test, but soon 

learns he may have bigger problems.

Fantasy

O U T  T H E  D O O R  A N D  AWAY

“The trike wagon will just leave without you,  
I suppose,” Von Marsh called out as the hallway 
double doors squeaked open. “Shame, really.  
I heard the Crunks are performing The Tempest 
tonight.” And then the doors slammed shut  
and the clack-clacking got quieter and quieter 

[…]

Dang it! Magdalys thought, jumping to  
her feet and grabbing her satchel. She wasn’t 
going to let Von Marsh’s stubbornness make 
her miss out on some good theater. She shoved 
open the door and blitzed down the brightly lit 
corridor, her footfalls echoing all around her. 

A bunch of kids were studying and playing 
board games in the first floor common area. 
“Whoa,” Bernadette and Syl yelled as Magdalys 

blew past. “Slow down, Speeds McGee!” Sweety 
Mae called after her. But Magdalys didn’t have 
time to stop and banter. She wasn’t going to 
make it, and then she’d be mad at herself all 
night, and her already bad mood would sink 
beneath the floorboards as she imagined all the 
fun Two Step and Mapper and Little Sabeen 
were having without her. 

“Careful now,” old Mr. Calloway called 
when Magdalys slammed open the front doors 
and rocketed down the big, fancy staircase.  
“I just mopped!” Magdalys grabbed a handrail 
before she slipped and splattered herself all over 
the stone walking path ahead. Mr. Calloway 
had escaped a provisional farm in upstate New 
York long before Magdalys was born, and she 
tried to be as nice to him as she could.

B Y  D A N I E L  J O S É  O L D E R

It’s 1863, and dinosaurs are a part of life in New York City. Magdalys 
refuses to let Von Marsh, the matron of the Colored Orphan Asylum 
where she lives, rename her Margaret. So Von Marsh tells Magdalys that 
she cannot attend a theater outing. But Magdalys has her own ideas....

Fact Book

Ben Hillman

Boom! Boom! Boom! Even if you couldn’t hear the mighty elephant crashing through the jungle, you could feel it through your feet! Weighing as much as 15,000 pounds (6,800 kg), the elephant is one of the strongest animals alive.

It can drag a load of more than 20,000 pounds (9,000 kg). Using both its tusks and trunk, an elephant can lift more than 2,000 pounds (900 kg)! That’s more weight than a hefty log holding four big football players!
For centuries, elephants have been the bulldozers of Southeast Asia. In the forests of Thailand and Myanmar and many other countries in the region, elephants have been trained to carry heavy burdens, to clear land, to move felled trees from the steaming jungle. With mighty legs instead of wheels, 

elephants don’t get stuck in the mud — but they can pull stuck trucks out of the mud!
Elephants can run as fast as 30 miles per hour (48 km) when startled or scared, and if that happens, look out! When a herd of elephants starts moving, they pretty much knock down anything in the way!

The great strength of elephants allows them to tear down entire trees just to get at the leaves that would otherwise be too high to reach! In Malaysia, an elephant rampage once destroyed more than 1,000 trees!
But the mighty and magnificent elephant is in danger. Poachers are killing them in huge numbers for their ivory. As a result, the number of elephants in the world is a tiny fraction of what it was, even a few decades ago. Can we save them in time? It’s up to us.

Elephant

In this excerpt from a fact book about things with surprising strength, we find out some interesting facts about two extraordinary animals!

Historical Fiction

On a cOntinent Of many sOngs, in a 
country shaped like the arm of a tall guitarrista, 
the rain drummed down on the town  
of Temuco.

Neftalí Reyes sat in his bed, propped  
up by pillows, and stared at the schoolwork 
in front of him. His teacher called it simple 
addition, but it was never simple for him. 
How he wished the numbers would disappear! 
He squeezed his eyes closed and then  
opened them.

The twos and threes lifted from the page 
and waved for the others to join them. The 
fives and sevens sprang upward, and finally, 
after much prodding, the fours, ones, and 
sixes came along. but the nines and zeros 
would not budge, so the others left them.  

They held hands in a long procession of tiny 
figures, flew across the room, and escaped 

through the window crack. Neftalí closed the 
book and smiled.

He certainly could not be expected to 
finish his homework with only the lazy zeros 
and nines lolling on the page. He slowly stepped out of bed and to the 

window, leaning his forehead against the pane 
and gazing into the backyard. He knew that 
he should rest in order to recuperate from his 
illness. He knew that when he wasn’t resting, 
he should catch up on his studies. but there 
were so many distractions. Outside, the winter world was gray and 

sodden. The earth turned to mud, and a 
small stream flowed through a hole in the 
ramshackle fence. At the moment, no one 
lived next door. Still, Neftalí always imagined 
a friend on the other side, waiting for him – 
someone who might enjoy watching flotsam 

Pam Muñoz Ryan

In The Dreamer, the author imagines  the early life of 

one of the world’s greatest poets: Pablo Neruda (1904-

1973). As a child, Neruda was known as Neftalí. As you 

will discover, he already has begun thinking like a poet.

Adventure

Laura Resau 

From above, the Amazon rain 
forest looks like broccoli.  

An endless sea of broccoli. Ten minutes into 

the flight, in all directions are mounds of  

green florets, each one a treetop. That’s the  

only way I can wrap my head around how 

gigantic this place is—comparing it to a side 

dish on a dinner plate.Rivers snake through, ribbons of gold 

lacing through all that green. Here and 
there is a straight brown line, a 

road, and brown square clearings 
and rectangles of gray buildings. 

“Peteroleros,” the pilot shouts over 
his shoulder, pointing with his 

chin. Oil drillers.  Other than the 

petroleros, there’s just this broccoli sea 

beneath us. And the farther in we fly, these 

naked patches are fewer and farther between. 

The pilot is burly and muscled, his chest 

nearly bursting through his buttoned shirt. 

Sweat stains the fabric under his arms but he 

smells only like cologne. In a loud, rough voice, 

he explains that first the logging companies 

come and chop down strips of trees to form 

muddy dirt roads. They make way for the 

petroleros to set up oil wells and drilling 

operations. He shakes his head, taps his large 

fingers on the steering device. “Ten years ago, 

this was solid jungle, amigos.”I can’t see his eyes behind the mirror  

lenses, but there’s something sad in his voice,  

in the shrug of his shoulder.

Seventh graders Coco Hidden and Leo de la Cueva have won a  trip 

to the Amazon Rainforest. Coco is excited because she has had vivid 

dreams about a ceiba tree, which is native to the Amazon. Now Coco, 

Leo, and their mothers are flying above the rainforest in a helicopter. 

Realistic Fiction

T hat Sunday, as usual, my father and I 

loaded up the car with empty aluminum 

cans. You’d be amazed at how much soda 

people drank at the motel. My dad and I crushed 

the cans, put them into trash bags, and drove over 

to the local recycling center. I wished my mom 

could come too, but Mr. Yao had the rule about 

never leaving the motel unattended. 

The recycling center gave us ten dollars for the 

cans, which we took and exchanged for pennies. 

Then we went over to the lake, where we sat and 

went over them, one by one, trying to find the one 

special penny we’d been on the lookout for as long 

as I can remember. It was the 1943 copper alloy 

penny. My dad said it was worth $40,000. 

“At least!” my dad insisted. “Maybe even more!” 

When he told me that, my mouth went dry—

$40,000 for just one penny. Think of all the Honey 

Nut Cheerios we could buy! 
My dad said that the reason they were so 

valuable was because there were just forty of them 

made. They were made by accident, during the 

C h a p t e r  16

K e l l y  ya n g

Mia helps her parents run a motel for Mr. Yao, 

the owner. Mia’s family are recent immigrants 

from China, and have very little money to 

spare. That means they have to give up certain 

things, like Mia’s favorite cereal.
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Guided Reading Short Reads: Our World Order Form

  MAIL: 
Scholastic Inc. P.O. Box 7502 
Jefferson City, MO 65102

  ONLINE: 
scholastic.com/teacherstore

    PHONE: 
1-800-724-2222

  FAX: 
1-800-560-6815

SHIP TO:  

NAME 

EMAIL ADDRESS* 

SCHOOL 

SCHOOL ADDRESS 

CITY   STATE    ZIP CODE 

TITLE    GRADE(S)                   TEACHING SINCE 

*By providing your email address, you are permitting Scholastic Inc. 
to send you information via electronic mail.

BILL TO (IF DIFFERENT):  

NAME                 TELEPHONE 

ADDRESS 

CITY   STATE    ZIP CODE 

PAYMENT METHOD:
  CHECK OR MONEY ORDER ENCLOSED

  CHARGE MY CREDIT CARD
Please provide contact phone number so we can process 
your order promptly.

PHONE NUMBER 

NAME ON CARD (PLEASE PRINT) 

SIGNATURE 

  BILL ME
(Applies only to orders of $25 or more. School address only.) 
If you are being billed, please provide the following information: 
 

ORDER AUTHORIZED BY                TITLE 

SIGNATURE 

PURCHASE ORDER # 
Unless otherwise noted on your purchase order, Scholastic’s terms are 
FOB shipping point.

THE SCHOLASTIC GUARANTEE: 
Every Scholastic product is unconditionally guaranteed. 
If for any reason you are not completely satisfied, contact 
us within 30 days and we will credit your account, no 
questions asked.

ITEM TITLE QTY LIST PRICE YOUR PRICE AMOUNT

GUIDED READING SHORT READS: OUR WORLD GRADE SETS — BEST VALUE!

5MO700639 Guided Reading Short Reads: Our World Complete K-6 
Set: Levels A – Z; 1,560 cards (260 cards, 6 copies each) $4,399.95   $3,959.96 

5MO700643  Guided Reading Short Reads: Our World Grade K: 
Levels A – D; 240 cards (40 cards, 6 copies each) $699.95  $629.96 

5MO700644 Guided Reading Short Reads: Our World Grade 1: 
Levels A – I; 540 cards (90 cards, 6 copies each) $1,599.95  $1,439.96 

5MO700645 Guided Reading Short Reads: Our World Grade 2: 
Levels E – N; 600 Cards (100 cards, 6 copies each) $1,749.95  $1,574.96 

5MO589037 Guided Reading Short Reads: Our World Grade 3: 
Levels J – Q; 480 cards (80 cards, 6 copies each) $1,399.95  $1,259.96 

5MO700647 Guided Reading Short Reads: Our World Grade 4: 
Levels M – T; 480 cards (80 cards, 6 copies each) $1,399.95  $1,259.96 

5MO700648 Guided Reading Short Reads: Our World Grade 5: 
Levels Q – W; 420 cards (70 cards, 6 copies each) $1,199.95  $1,079.96 

5MO700649 Guided Reading Short Reads: Our World Grade 6: 
Levels T – Z; 420 cards (70 cards, 6 copies each) $1,199.95  $1,079.96 

**State law requires that sales tax be added to your order unless we 
have a sales tax exemption certificate on file. If tax has been added 
to your order and you are exempt from sales tax, please fax your sales 
tax exemption certificate to Scholastic Inc. 1–800–560–6815 or mail 
to Scholastic Inc. 2931 E. McCarty St., Jefferson City, MO 65101.

SUBTOTAL

SHIPPING/HANDLING: 9%;

**SALES TAX

TOTAL

3378-03  02/20
Offer valid through 5/31/20.

10% PRESALE PRICING!

For individual levels visit scholastic.com/ourworld 
or call 1-800-387-1437.


