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It wasn’t so much about just 
the product. [Scholastic] really 

seems to be concerned about the 
experience that our students have 
as a result of the product, and also 

the experience of our teachers.

—Dr. Hardin-Barley, Superintendent
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Only Scholastic gives you a complete solution that combines 
research-based instruction and digital management with engaging 
authentic titles to differentiate instruction for every student.

Scholastic’s one-of-a-kind Accelerator makes finding the perfect 
book for your small-group sessions a snap with its proprietary search 
technology. With just a few clicks, quickly find the right book, at the 
right level, to target the right skill for each personalized group. 
Plus, take advantage of its rich collection of teaching resources 
designed to support effective implementation. 

With more than 1,000 high-interest authentic titles and Short Reads, 
Scholastic Leveled Bookroom 5 helps children acquire a wealth of 
information and ideas, and fosters the invaluable skills, knowledge, 
and strategies that students need to read a short or long text with 
deep understanding. Students use these longer texts to learn how 
to contextualize and gain deeper meaning from the text, while Short 
Reads are ideal for close reading lessons where students learn how 
to unpack text at a sentence and paragraph level. 

MORE THAN 
GUIDED READING

With Leveled Bookroom 5, you get:

24/7 access to instructional resources with the  
digital management tool

Teaching Cards for every title in print and digital

Robust instructional support including an Implementation Guide, 
training videos, a suite of professional titles, and in-person or 
virtual training

Up to 1,040 authentic titles plus 5 exclusive Short Reads per level

Quick set up with prepackaged books and bags by level in 
magazine-style slipcases
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Scholastic’s one-of-a-kind Leveled Bookroom Accelerator 
simplifies planning and helps keep bookrooms organized.

SEAMLESS DIGITAL 
MANAGEMENT

24/7 access to instructional materials

• Access anytime via desktop, tablet, or mobile.

• Take advantage of professional resources including 
videos, best practice tips, and digital access to the 
Implementation Guide.

Find the books you need fast

• Search, sort, and save titles by level, 
genre, theme, author, and comprehension 
or phonics skill.

• Efficient check-in/check-out system helps 
you see which titles are available now and 
lets you reserve them ahead of time.
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Plan with ease

• Preview Teaching Cards for every title to 
support lesson planning and scaffold instruction.

• Leverage “Behaviors to Notice and Support” 
checklists that provide a clear understanding 
of learning needs at each A–Z level.

• Track student progress with running records for 
all benchmark books (3 per level).

Track Accelerator usage

• Teachers can track Bookroom usage including title 
history and time spent in the Bookroom, and create 
text sets for small-group planning.

• Administrators can track Bookroom engagement 
including frequency of use and books checked out, 
and observe trends across a single school.

Explore on your 
own with the Leveled 

Bookroom simulator! Log 
on to digital.scholastic.com 
and enter code QP42JMZ.
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The Leveled Bookroom 5 Implementation Guide 
provides the research and support that teachers need 
to support effective guided reading implementation. 

• Makes setting up, executing, and evaluating small-group 
instruction a snap

• Specific guidance for using Guided Reading Short Reads 
for close reading

• Approaches to using guided reading to meet 
new standards

• Benchmark book running records for every level to 
ensure that students are on the right track

• Included as a print guide and available digitally in 
the 

Plan with Confidence

Each authentic text and student Short Read card comes 
with its own Teaching Card packed with strategies to help 
teachers guide students as they read, analyze, and extend 
meaning through writing. 

• Helps scaffold lessons and highlights key vocabulary 
and comprehension skills

• Helps enhance students’ academic vocabulary

• Directs attention with a first look

• Encourages understanding through a series of 
comprehension questions

Personalize Learning for Every Student

IM
PLEM

ENTATION GUIDE

Scholastic Inc., 557 Broadway, New York, NY 10012.Scholastic Inc., 557 Broadway, New York, NY 10012.Scholastic Inc., 557 Broadway, New York, NY 10012.
Printed in the U.S.A.Printed in the U.S.A.

IMPLEMENTATION

GUIDE

 Also available 
digitally in the 



Leveled Bookroom 5 was designed with real teachers in mind. 
Research and tips, step-by-step implementation strategies,  
Teaching Cards for every title in both print and digital, and 
streamlined assessment support real-classroom application and 
help simplify guided reading planning and instruction.

UNPARALLELED 
TEACHER SUPPORT

The Next Step Guided Reading Assessment is a practical, streamlined assessment 
designed to determine students’ reading levels and pinpoint issues with word recognition, 
decoding, and fluency. Developed by leading literacy experts Jan Richardson, Ph.D., and 
Maria Walther, Ed.D., it uses Richardson’s proven Assess-Decide-Guide framework to help 
teachers know their students as readers, connect assessment data to reading instruction, 
and plan and teach guided reading lessons efficiently.

 
Monitoring progress is made simple with the Digital Management System, which provides: 

• Administrator dashboard with student progress 
measured against benchmarks 

• Year-over-year student data transfer

• Grouping tool to plan small-group instruction

• Individual student portfolios

• Co-teacher roles to share student data 
and progress reports 

• Professional development videos and 
model lessons

Differentiate Instruction with Student Data

scholastic.com/leveledbookroom
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Leveled Bookroom 5 feature authentic texts by real authors. Unlike contrived 
texts that are designed to teach a specific skill, authentic texts introduce 
students to the structure and patterns of language that they will encounter 
in the real world and create natural scaffolding for the reader. Authentic 
texts are crafted to entertain, inform, instruct, or persuade. They invite active 
reading, robust problem-solving, and deep analysis while keeping students 
motivated and engaged. 

WHY AUTHENTIC TEXTS?

Each 6-book set comes 
prepacked with a Teaching 

Card in labeled plastic 
bags, organized by level in 
magazine-style slipcases.



leepy.

Sleepier.
      Sleepiest. . . . NOT!Stink had to wait. Wait and wait and wait some more for Mom and Dad to come home from their fancy dance. Chloe, the babysitter, was pop-pop-popping popcorn in the kitchen.“Trying to stay awake is worse than holding your breath underwater,” Stink told Judy. He yawned.

“Why don’t you just go to bed?” Judy asked.
“Because Mom and Dad went to a thingy.”
“Uh-huh. A fund-raiser thingy.”“And it raises money for your heart.”“So?”

“So they get to bid on 
prizes and they might 
win stuff.”

 “And?”
“And if they win the best prize, I get a trip to Montpelier.” Stink yawned.

“The capital of Vermont?”
“No, not Vermont. James Madison’s house. Right here in Virginia.”“I should have known,” said Judy.“You get to cook on a fire and dig for old stuff.” Stink yawned some more. “And make a brick.”

“Vermont would be cooler,” said Judy. “Vermont has teddy bears and maple syrup and Vermontasaurus.”
Stink did not hear a word Judy said about Vermont. He had fallen asleep right smack-dab in the middle of the family room floor, curled up next to Charlie (creepy puppet), Astro (guinea pig), Toady (toad), and Mouse (cat). And Hoodoo, Voodoo, Gilgamesh, and Fred (yarn zombies).

Chloe came back with the popcorn. “Aww. He looks so sweet when he’s asleep.”
“A sleeping Stink is a good thing,” said Judy.

✶ ✶ ✶

Humorous Fiction

Stink tries to stay awake until his parents get home from a fund-raising dinner, to 

find out whether they’ve won a trip to James Madison’s home. In fact, they have 

won a trip—to the aquarium! This sounds disappointing until Stink and his sister 

find out that it’s a sleepover for the whole family . . . AND there will be sharks! 

LBR4_SRF_SC_M_HUM_StinkSharkSleepover.indd   1
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GUIDED READING Short Reads
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Humorous Fiction

Stink tries to stay awake until his parents get home from a fund-raising dinner, to 

find out whether they’ve won a trip to James Madison’s home. In fact, they have 

won a trip—to the aquarium! This sounds disappointing until Stink and his sister 

find out that it’s a sleepover for the whole family . . . AND there will be sharks! 

Stink and 

the Shark 

Sleepover

LEVEL M

Genre: Humorous Fiction 

A story with amusing characters or 

funny plot situations intended to make 

the reader laugh

Summary: Stink has his heart set 

on visiting James Madison’s house. 

Instead, he and his family win a  

trip to the aquarium, and it’s a 

sleepover—with sharks!

Themes/Ideas: experiencing 

anticipation; being disappointed, and 

then surprised

Academic Vocabulary

• fund-rai
ser: an event at which 

people give money for a cause

• bid: to offer money for something

• Montpel
ier: the historic home of 

James Madison, the fourth president 

of the United States

• antique:
 very old

• autograp
hed: signed by the author 

or artist

• aquarium
: a building where 

people can view sea life through 

glass enclosures

• chipper:
 cheerful; happy

Focus Question: What happens when something 

you’re looking forward to doesn’t happen?

First Reading

Read aloud the title and discuss the illustration. Point out that Stink is the main 

character in this story excerpt. Tell children that this is humorous fiction and the 

author’s purpose is to make readers laugh or smile at different moments. 

For their first reading, have children read the introductory text box and the 

excerpt on their own. Then talk about why Stink is about to have a shark 

sleepover.

Guided Close Reading

Illustrations and Text  What do the title and illustrations tell you about Stink and 

what the story might be about? 1

Author’s Craft  What does Stink mean when he compares trying to stay awake with 

holding his breath underwater? 2

Think Aloud  I know that it’s very hard to hold your breath 

underwater for a long time. At first, it doesn’t seem so hard. 

Then your body starts to want air, and your mind tries to fight 

against taking a breath. Trying to stay awake is sort of like that, 

too. Your eyes get heavier and heavier, even though your brain 

tells you to wake up! 

Cause and Effect  What will happen if Stink’s parents win what Stink thinks is the 

best prize at the fund-raiser? 3

Compare and Contrast  What does Stink look forward to doing in Montpelier, 

Virginia? What does Judy look forward to doing in Montpelier, Vermont?  

How are the places alike? How are they different? 4

Draw Conclusions  What conclusion can you draw about why Stink’s parents  

don’t answer his question: “Did we win?” 5

Vocabulary  What does the phrase “freaked you out” mean? How do you know? 6

Think Aloud  In this paragraph, Judy tells about a time when 

Stink went to a sleepover at a friend’s house, but he came home 

early. She also gives details about a glow-in-the-dark Star Wars 

poster. A poster like that might be scary in the dark, especially 

if you’re already a little worried about being away from home. 

I think the poster scared Stink. So “freaked you out” must mean 

“scared you.”

Summarize  Retell the story in your own words. 1  – 7

?
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Titles exclusive to Leveled Bookroom!

Guided Reading Short Reads are short, complex texts that serve as versatile and effective 
tools for close reading, an essential skill for college and career readiness. Students read a text 
not just for comprehension, but with the goal of analyzing the author’s craft and purpose, 
as well as relevant connections to other texts and the world around them. Each text is read 
purposefully and with discussion, prompting students to cite textual evidence to support 
their thinking.

SHORT READS 
FOR CLOSE READING

7
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Each Short Read 6-card 
set is packed in its own 
folder with a Teaching 

Card to guide instruction.
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On-Site and Virtual Professional Learning for Your Teachers’ Literacy Needs
Our literacy specialists help teachers get to know the instructional tools that are part of the 
Leveled Bookroom and maximize the impact of small-group instruction in the classroom.

Build the capacity of your teachers to implement the Leveled Bookroom with fidelity.

Grades K–3 Leveled Bookroom includes a 90-minute virtual getting started course.

Grades 4-6 Leveled Bookroom includes a 90-minute virtual getting started course. 

Grades K–6 Leveled Bookroom includes a half-day of on-site professional learning 
with a literacy specialist.

Professional Books for Every School and 
Every Teacher, in Every Leveled Bookroom
The Scholastic Professional Bookshelf empowers teachers 
to deliver high-quality literacy instruction in their English 
language arts classrooms.

Grades K–3 Leveled Bookroom includes a Professional 
Bookshelf with 28 professional titles. 

Grades 4–6 Leveled Bookroom includes a Professional 
Bookshelf with 31 professional titles.

Grades K–6 Leveled Bookroom includes a Professional 
Bookshelf with 52 professional titles.

By the end of the session, participants will understand how to use the components 
of the Leveled Bookroom to support their balanced literacy goals.  

PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT 
EVERY STEP OF THE WAY

Titles included in the Scholastic Professional Bookshelf are subject to change. 
Shelving is not included. 
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Build your school or district professional library with a collection of books that cover a wide range of 
literacy topics. Our best-selling authors include:

In addition to the books in your Professional Bookshelf, you 
will also receive access to online professional development 
including videos, interactive whiteboard activities, tutorials, 
downloadables, and more! No login required.

*Teacher & Principal School Report www.scholastic.com/teacherprincipalreport/educators-commitment.htm

Jan Richardson

Gholdy Muhammad 

Ernest Morrell

Timothy V. Rasinski

Kylene Beers

Lester Laminack 

Pam Allyn

Ruth Culham

Stephanie Harvey

Karen L. Mapp

want effective, ongoing, 
and relevant professional 

development.*

97% of teachers

wish they had more 
professional development 
tailored to their needs.*

84% of teachers
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Scholastic’s Leveled Bookroom 5 is your whole-
school guided reading solution. With authentic 
texts, Short Reads, robust instruction and 
assessment, and integrated professional books 
and services, it ensures that teachers have the 
resources they need to effectively differentiate 
instruction and set students on a path to 
become independent readers.  

What’s Included:

EVERYTHING 
YOU NEED!

Grades K–3 Leveled Bookroom 
(GR Levels A–Q, DRA Levels A–40)

• 680 book titles (6 copies each), 
totaling 4,080 books

• 85 Guided Reading Short Reads 
(6 copies each), totaling 510 Short Reads

• Teaching Cards for every title in print 
and digital

• 13 Implementation Guides in print and digital

• Next Step Guided Reading Assessment Kit

• Unlimited access to Leveled Bookroom 
Accelerator K–3

• 28 professional titles

• 90-minute virtual training

40 authentic texts and 5 Short Reads per level

Teaching Cards for every title

The  digital management tool

Integrated professional books and services

The Next Step Guided Reading Assessment Kit

SETUP GUIDE
WITH

ACCELE
RATOR

IM
PLEM

ENTATION GUIDE

Scholastic Inc., 557 Broadway, New York, NY 10012.Scholastic Inc., 557 Broadway, New York, NY 10012.Scholastic Inc., 557 Broadway, New York, NY 10012.
Printed in the U.S.A.Printed in the U.S.A.

IMPLEMENTATION

GUIDE

More than 
6,200 books!



Grades 4–6 Leveled Bookroom 
(GR Levels M–Z, DRA Levels 20–70)

• 560 book titles (6 copies each), totaling 
3,360 books

• 70 Guided Reading Short Reads (6 copies each), 
totaling 420 Short Reads

• Teaching Cards for every title in print and digital

• 13 Implementation Guides in print and digital

• Next Step Guided Reading Assessment Kit 

• Unlimited access to Leveled Bookroom 
Accelerator 4–6

• 31 professional titles

• 90-minute virtual training

Grades K–6 Leveled Bookroom  
(GR Levels A–Z, DRA Levels A–70)

• 1,040 book titles (6 copies each), 
totaling 6,240 books

• 130 Guided Reading Short Reads 
(6 copies each), totaling 780 Short Reads

• Teaching Cards for every title in 
print and digital

• 26 Implementation Guides in print and digital

• 2 Next Step Guided Reading Assessment Kits

• Unlimited access to Leveled Bookroom 
Accelerator K–6

• 52 professional titles

• Half-day of on-site training with 
a literacy specialist

scholastic.com/leveledbookroom

Shelving not included
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Scholastic Digital Solutions empower students to be partners in their own learning while providing 
teachers with real-time data to inform instruction. When partnered with the Leveled Bookroom 
Accelerator, teachers can differentiate by more than reading level to create truly authentic learning 
experiences for every student. 

MORE RESOURCES TO SUPPORT 
COMPREHENSIVE LITERACY

Adaptive Phonics 
and Phonemic Awareness

Scholastic F.I.R.S.T. meets each 
student where they are on an adaptive 
path through 6,695 micro-actions, 
ensuring that they achieve foundational 
reading mastery.  

Grades PreK–2

Intentional Vocabulary  
and Word Knowledge

Scholastic W.O.R.D. scaffolds 
vocabulary acquisition for students 
at their pace with a thematic approach 
that uses stories and informational 
texts on unifying topics. 

Grades PreK–5

Student-Centered  
Independent Reading

Scholastic Literacy Pro emphasizes 
voice and choice, as it allows students 
to set their personal reading goals, track 
their progress, and select independent 
reading books based on their interests.

Grades PreK–6

Personalized Learning with Data to Inform

Scholastic Leveled Bookroom 5



Informed Instructional Choices

When combined with at least two 
personalized learning programs, 
Bookroom teachers will gain 
access to a state-of-the-art Teacher 
Dashboard that provides a single 
location to explore weekly snapshots 
of data generated by Scholastic 
F.I.R.S.T., Scholastic W.O.R.D., 
Scholastic Literacy Pro, and the Next 
Step Guided Reading Assessment. 

The dashboard’s 
algorithmic grouping 
tool helps teachers create 
flexible instructional 
groups based on reading 
levels, targeted skills, and 
student interests. 

The grouping tool can also make instructional 
recommendations though a prefiltered search in the 
Leveled Bookroom Accelerator, supporting targeted, 
data-informed instruction. 

Reports drill down to 
specific skills, providing 
teachers with the detail 
they need to differentiate 
instruction.

Data at the class level 
supports targeted 
instruction for whole-class 
and small-group learning.

Purposeful data provides 
educators with a deep 
dive into students’ reading 
levels, habits, challenges, 
and successes.

scholastic.com/leveledbookroom

scholastic.com/edtech

 Reading Level Groups May 2020
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Scholastic Leveled Bookroom 5

To learn more about Leveled Bookroom 5, request a sampler, or explore 
the Accelerator simulator, visit scholastic.com/leveledbookroom.

Phone 1-800-387-1437   |   Fax 1-877-242-5865   |   envelope SCHLEducation@scholastic.com

3187-03  3/20

When combined with at least two personalized 
learning programs, Leveled Bookroom teachers 
will gain access to a state-of-the-art Teacher 
Dashboard that provides unparalleled access to 
data and algorithmic grouping.

DATA TO INFORM 
AND TARGET 
INSTRUCTION
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